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Ceounterpreparation 1.

Counterpreparation and War Experience

Gounterpreparation in the hands of the army and corps commanders i
+ne most effective method of achieving a powerful fire concentratic
zgainst the enemy during the defence. The special tasks of counter-

rgparation are Lo disrupt the enemy's assault prepavations and
inflict on him heavy losses in men and ecuipment.

Artillery; airférce, mortars, as well as rifle and machinz
i"ire participate in the counter preparation. Field Servize Regulab-
5 sns also envisage the use of tanks.

Targets for count erpreparation should be: main groupingss of
snecmy tarks and infantry, preparing for the move forward or teing

.ssemblad into departure positions; the forward line of obseriation
yogta; supply depots; headquarters, signal centers, and artillery
oire positions. On the main targets of counterpreparation, ascam-
Slies of cnemy infantry and tanks, the main fire effort of dei-nce
ahould be concentrated. vuring the period of the count erprepar aiici

artillery fire should be suppressed.

isld service regulations of all armies, including onrs,

4ot onvisage the necessity of delivering massed artillery firc ci
sorward line of the enemy!s observation points and on his artilier:
~oritions during the period of the counterpreparation. But the &t

~erience of the ﬂrf? Belgorod action demonstmated that the empl o

nent of massed artillery fire during the counterpreparatory pervicd

o\

ae a significant effect not only on disorganizing the enemy but o.l:

-« reduce markedly the effect of his fire onm our troops during tha

reriod of his preparatory fire.

Unexpected massed fire on the forward observation posts of the

eneny imn the sector of his planned breakthrough can seriously reduc .

nis independence of action. To allow such a pessibility to escape e

rot. permissible.

In the period of the war the Red Army made extemsive use of

sortars and to these added a new povexrful anti-personnel wezpon -~
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he rocket launchers. The addition of the rocket launchers as the

main anti-personnel weapon gave:- theﬁ%#ti%%hvy the freedom to con-

A e YT A T

zentrate on counter bat%ery operations.

To set as the wmain task of the counterpreparation the destruct-i
ion of the enemy®s fire positions is not correct, since it is p& -«
Ible, having made such a decision, to spend a large amount of zmume~
unition on empty targets, since the attacked artillery positicas
would rrobably have been changed prior to an attacke. Also; to c¢ige
regard, in the counterprecparatiion, the infantry and tanks which
snemy is assembling, even at the expense of diverting artillery
741l have a serious effect on the attacke

+hen the defoendex has at his disposal encugh artillery and
aireraft, and has the capability to utilize part of his available
foree against eneny artillery without wealening his strikes agzins
cneny ZAEALILA infantry and tanks, his capability to disorganize i

saony's attack, even to disrupt it, is high.

The oxperience of the counterpreparation carrisd out on tha 3%
asz
« <%~ -Belgorod oreration will demonstrmte the nuGo:
ng artillery, mortars, rocket lsunchers, airforre

well as small arms fire (rifle and machiu: ¢

- units during the counterpreparation.

The Utilization of the Various Arms during the Countei-

Preparation.

.ruillery: Artillery plays a leading role in the counterprep~nat1cn?
i

“h mngsed fire of artillery is “he decisive force in delivcriag
neavy lo3sas on encmy infantry and tanks which are statiomed im U
smarture positions or in the concentration areas.

Artillery power is not to be dispersed. It is essential izt

‘% be usad on maln targets: - personnel, tanks, artillery and sencr’

staervation positlons.

in order to inflict heavy casualties on the enemy, air ztsack.

sth fire bombs should be conducted, while in the infantry pesitici.g
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_. .Lounterpreparation . . 3

all types pf artillery would be £ffective but omly 122 mm and 152
calibre fire should be used against tank concentration.

For the suppression of well-constructed (from the engineer

of wiew) observation points, the most economical means are
Zroups of 10«12 direct fire guns.

The usilization of direct fire guns during the cownerprepar-
ssory period should be confined to suitable targets. The velectisa
2% the right moment for such an attack will always depend oa the
.ctual situation. Ia this connection it is desirable that the att-

icked observation posts be subjected to massed fire by all call»res

For strilies against supply depots, headquarters, signal ceznzrg%

-1z fire of no less than a battalion should be used. The most ﬁféxvg

ive gun for that purpose is the 107 mm and howitzers of 122 mr CJLn?

ibxe, or higher. ' \
The artillery tasks during the period of the counterpreparat.(u

should be conducted in short, poverful strikes.

trior to the war it 1'as accepted that the artillery shoulc <o

a

4jct its counterpreparation from temporary positions. smong otliex

.aings, war experience has shown that the artillery was frccouentls
wiccted to air ralds while it changed from its temporary to ite
sneat vositions. ‘hen this occurred, the artillery did not only

he eneny?’s infantry and tankse.

+ followis from this that the artillery should conduct ite
scunterpreparation from its basic position in order that it is in
sonastant readiness should the encmy attempt an attack immmedigteiy
follewing the counterpreparation.

siortars of all calibres are a powerful means to deliver fire
sgsinst the enemy's infantry departurse positions, be they disposed
in trenches or on reverse slopes.

Massed mortar fire will inflict heévy casualties and will assi®

in the disruption of the enemy's attack. The 120 mm mortar cam alsc
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be used for the destruction of hostlle observation posts in the for-
ward areas. iy ' "f$gw%uf§

If the enemy has built a SJsteﬁ of trenches 1mpregnable S
fire whiech he intends to use as a departure positiom, mortars dovn
16 50 calibre should be used.

The mortars of the first echelon Rifls regiments should fully
participate in the counterpreparatiqn, If the army has regimental
crigades of 120 mm mortars, it is absolutely necessary to enploy
these during the counterpreparati n in the expected direction of
the enemy's main thrust. The comuanders of the mortar subunits

zhould carefully reconnoitre all the possible locations in theix

v [T —

sextors waich might be suitable for the assembly of ememy infanv:y . -

Thase loczstions should be zeroed in so that fire could be diraecied

ng71inst thenm at any time of the night or day,

Ihe Rociiet .aunchers during the patriotic war, proved Gheasali-

powerful anti-personnel vreapon,

Bacitet fauncher units are particularly suitablo to deliver i :

nSL ocnery personnel, on the main sectors of the counterpren:: -
©:0m as well as on the probable enemy infantry concentration nr:::
Zzch Rociieb Launchor Regiment should be assigned saeveral
©7f in waich it is to destroy enemy persomnel. This allotment. i
trrgehs should be made sufficiently early in order that the
‘Witabie fire positions can be selected in time to allow for =
reconnaisance of the roads leading up to them, that the tiué
w2 .udred te move from the cemping area to the individual fire foi-
~tioms can be measured exactly.
The fire of the rocket launchers will be »lanned at army he-d-
:.tters. The centralized employment of the rocket launcher uaits
sermits the massing of their fire in the most importent sector acs
r¢ll as switching the fire as a change in the situation might de-
mnande _
A1l the practical pieparatory planning concerming rocket iaum-
cher umits will be dome by the commsnd of the army groups, accord-

13A EHSSEKBHNRC”!I?XMA ‘AHWHELKHBQCE'HHMQSLATKNQ

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001100010003-1




Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001100010003-1

s x s

GENCE THANSLATION
Counterpreparation

ing to the crmy plan for the counterpreparation.
Airforce . Bomber and ground atvtack aircraft
role in the counterpreparation. The Air Force has
and infantry concentration arcas supply depot
suarters and srtillery dispositions {firing positions, as well as

observation points), with ground atiack circraft ond

arc two #¥ more or less typical method: of employing

in the countororeparat on. The first ic vhen ths six

strikes, supplerments the fire of the artill:ry ond moriurs

rhe second is w@man each is given separate targets vith ivhich ¢

usually cifployed hen the
norror sector. The second,
conducted in a larg: arcae.
pation of :ircraft in a cou
in mind thst the nest cuitabie
{600 to 1500 mcters! iies within (ao
trojoctors. This recuired thet our artillery iire b
ne approach fiight and the bombing by “ho airer. It
tive cectors.
srtillery fire and oir bormbaxrdnend
erpreparation theo se- uence right Yo
10 ninutes of
.ortexr
Vhen ¢ 2 g action C.
heoad fromt, and the - c 20 to 20 minutes avay froa we
2 30 %o 40 minute fire preparation 41l allow only one
Thercfore, from the beginning oi joint counterprepars
is proper to utilize aircraft for thc systenatic suppressi
cncry slong the army (or corps) £ ont by bombing f1
ndividual aireraft and the creaticn of fires.

The importance of zireraft in countcrpreparation increascs in

. T O 0 LS
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the cv.nt that the cnery deces not have sufficient artillery and

70rtars. SESE

The best combination of ground fire weopons and air w
i the avallable artillery, mortars and roclet launct
sn the ground attacl: and bomber circrafit.
Utilization of aircraft will also depend on the current situns
4 realistic evaluaotion of the existing conditions will show
ch of the possible combinations chouid be cmployed.
_Tanks.In the defcnce situations -1l cccur in -hich
itab'e to corhploy tonks i ; z orrreperstion. Thus, on

Suly, 1943, v a~ninst the cneomy was utilized in the coo:

erpreparatl n of the & Guards ..ray in the direction .f Belgcxed
incendirry fragmentation shells cnan infliot
leavy casui enemy personnel in thoe forvard areas. rarticlis
stion of fanks in the counterreparation re uires good preparctor -
slanning and organization on the part of the tanlt comuand,
comiznders of individual tani s, and personacl.
Lo o tanit regsiment or brigode
the opportunitv %o see clearly the result
tan. units or subunits; as well as strengther
the fire.
tanks in tho counterpreperation will
of the tanit units nore difficulv. I
vsion of Coniis moies the fulfillment of the tasi's which had

them in the gsnerel npian more difficult. then the:

+ o o Hk b i o e s 4111 Gt

In heavily wooded and brolen country it is difficuit to

[ -

fire. The most favorable conditions for the use of tank
in the counterpreparation cxist in the steppe or in slightl
countxy,

Infantry Rifle and ilachine Gun Fire. An important role in

s

erpreparation is played by infantry, rifle, and machine gun

ire, In the period of the sudden fire attack cf all the aveliable

NTElUGEB%CE
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weapons of the deflenders, infantry, rifle {single shot and automestic)
and machine sun fire should be directed against enewmy personnel ci-
placeoments, The unexpocted rifle ond machine gun fire
~ry casuzlties on the cnony,
ne gun f{ire will alsc pin doun enenmy infantry

ion and tacreby increoase

commanders should or.

b all the weapons of the defence ccoxlinstad
for ini'icting ncavr ¢

his attuci .

The Plannin~t of thz Sountorpreraration

Jbie to rlon correctly o counterpreporation, it de

nacessary to conduct o

;aeny o position cnd to .ccete his clo nositions. It is ics
cmilicrize Sel h the toerrain in order Lo
¢ routes of attack. Onir o carcziul
careful roconnsiscnce ades

count erpreparation rossible

ion ;211 be plzsnned by the crpr and

Tiere i mplate countorpreparation

scctors it is necessary to

counterprepsration is conducted rersonally by the ormyr

&
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count.ernreparation

sormander, the army artillery cormander, the chicfs
srms and the army staff officers. The reconnaisance
the likely areas of departurs of the hostile infantry prior
to the attacik and the boundaries of the attacil.
the forwvaerd line of cneny observation points from which our
forvard line and the nesrby depth of our forwerd defencs can
4be observed.
the likely arcas of concentration of cnemy &r
the likely departure positions for taori s end
might use ©O move forvarde.
1hot type of fire @ ould be the most suaitable Lo
anch sector of the counterpreparation (artillery,
rocket lounchers, or azircraft).

~

The resuits of the reconnaisance snould b marited ol

e
rnconnaisance has been completed the ariillery coiu.-~

~nder must submit to tac army commander z plan of employ..ent of i
~gillery, mortars, -nd roci-et lrunchers on zach scctor ol the fran.

Y4, ely to attechs The submission must inciude:

trensth of the artillery, mort oY 6
count e’
Loy
mortars
g counterere

uiroment for

=he reserve of the s BINES of the ormy

as rell os the rociet isuncher reginents.

v

it is absociutcly npecessary to take into considers:

£-ai neighboring units 4n order to achieve 2

13A DISSEMINATION FORM INTELLIGENCE TRANSLATION
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concentration vhich can achiceve the d -struction of the cnemy attacs.
is the result of the personal reconnzisance and the nenoranda
submitted to him, the ermy commander will give to his chief of stofl]

o)

sna the artillery commander instructions concerning the plun
counterpreparstion, in one or thc other veriation, according t
cstimate of the probable line of sttack by the cnemy.

The Chief of staff of the army, together with the commander
and chief of staff of the artillery, with the commander of the
roc. et launcher formations, as well s with the commanders (chiefs
of staff, of the air formsations placed under command of the army,
wiil prepare a plan for the counterrressration according to the

asreed veriotions

it tho zrmy Level the plan for th: counterpreparation can be
voriied out zraphically (see appendix 1 and s etch 5){%retch 5, a
nap, not included in the translation; can b: found on page 55 of

wne original.)

Thep.an of thc counterrreparation is & p-rt of th: gcneral
defensive plan. It gives, 2t ormy level, the possibllity of
ancent nction for the different arms in the period of ke cuun er-
preporation.

The plan for the counterpreparation should be brought . to

as the result of information received from reconn:iisnnce.

The tasi s of the artillery, mortar regiments, mortar brigii.s,

and rocket launcher regiments teling part in the counterprepsr:itlo:

3

rianned by the army, ill be detailed by the army artillery comu- B
znder in whose plan each artillery and mortar unit will be given \
a particular task and the amount of amrmnition which will be re-
. uired for the fulfillment of the tasi 1111 be specified.

The number of concentrations - hich can be delwered on =zach
target and the extent of the counterpreparation will be limited by
the amount of ammunition which can be released for t his purpose.

The extent of thc counterpreparation will also be determined by the

number of availoble artillery mortars’and aircraft. as is proper,

13A DISSEMINATION FORM FOR INTELLIGENCE TRANSLATION
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the participation of the airforce in the counterpreparstion will

ERCNTRULE | B SN
1

alwvays be large.

The Organization of Cooperation between the Various ATms

Duriny the Uounterpreparation

The cooperation between the various arms during a counterpre-
paration consists of the timely fulfillment of z1l of the tsas.s
assigned to each arm.

ror illustrastion of this coorerotion it is worthwhile Lo 20 GO

o concrete example. .iccordinmg to the army c mmander the folloiving

plan for the counterpreparatioan had been accented.
Fire concentrations by the artillery, mor.zxrs, roclet launchul:i

rifle ~nd machine guns - there vere to be three; air strikes - there

were to be two, During the period of counterprepa:htion the diréct
weapons were to dostroy the observation points - thz lengti of

concentration was to be five nminutes.

Betveen the 1 and sccond ortillery concentratisn an air

strike 'ras to tal.c place.
Betieen the second r~nd third zrtillery concentration the zrovg
eapons together with rifics and .aachine puncs of the

wortors will destroy thoe observation points < §F tiic

In tiic same period bomber aircraft will strilie at the cnen's

cry and by that support the fire of tho direet fire wearong

i
complotion of thelr tasiis, After this fellowrs the third fize

This progranm for a counterpreparation providing for 3C minute:
of fire and tho axpenditure of 0.5 units of fire is showm graphic~
2lly in Tabie 1.

Table 1.
First concentration by artiliery, norters,
launchers and infantry rifle - machine gun

10 minutes Strike by bombers oniground attack aireraft.

INTELLIGENCE Vi
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5 minutes Second concentration by artillery, mortars, and

rocket launcher units.

minutes Concentration by rifie and machine guns and dircet
fire weapons. The fire of the direct fire weapons
directed against the ceneny observation posts. iAir
strikes at encmy artillery and concenratiocn by tlee
gun artillery re inments,

ninutes The third concentration by the artillery, nortars,

and roclzet lauvncher units.

The army staff eond the commanders of the oir formations mst
sori: out the exact tine which the aircraft need to £ly from the air -+
Tields to the targets, the tinme re uired to complete the bombardnont
2F the targets. An accurate calculeation of thesce time rerulrenoats
niles exdact coordinstion of the fire by ground troops cnd air forces
nossibla.

.hen it 1Is nocessary to indicate the targets of bombardmcent o

she airforece, the commander of the air foriiction will discuss ith

:he artillery commander neans of indicating tle target.

inilo planning for cooperction during the ccunterpreperation i%
.8 necessory to provide for the eventuality that atmospheric condit -~
.ona might proevent the air force from fulfilling its cssignec has' s.
‘o rrovide for cuch a developement, a plan as to the type of artillk
srv fire used in such an eventuoaiity will have to be prepared:
should, ir thoe intervel, between the second and third concentraticn,
~“r o artillery conduct methodical fire, or should it nali.c a pause,

xd then contimue with the planned counterpreparation?

In the planning auxiliasry targets should be assigned to tiae
airforce in addition to the main ones. Another variation is possible,
72en a stri.e by all the ground weaspons would be delivered simulteore:
aously with the air strike. Under these circumstances hidden targets
48 vvell ags targets in the depth of tle area of the counterpreporatiorn:
‘enemy artillery and tanks) will be assigned to the air force.

INTELLIGENCE TRANSLATION
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Finally, tho siluation night be such that it would be advantage

ous to0 deliver a massecd air aita@k&ngﬁafdséthe end of the counter-
prepcration then the artillery, nmortars and rocket launchers have
completed thcir tasiis.

The method of counterpreparation and the organization of the
zooperation between the various arms will depend on the operational

situation and on the number of availagble artillery, airforce, and

ammuiition,

Conditions determining the Start of a Counterpreparation

To achicve tho ai: of a counterpieparation - to d stroy ths
snery attacl or at least to disrupt his preparation for an attach ~
jepends on one of the most important cicnents of success = the det-
crmination of the timing of the atart of the counterpreparation.

In order to determine the timely start of the counterpreparal=
son it is absolitcly essential to conduct a systcmatically orgunized
reconnanisance of the forces and by their grouping, by the dispcsitim
»f the reserves, by the proximity of large tanlt and air forces, as
well as by the move :wont of supplies, to estinate the cnemy's iataeat-
ie) ¢ I

In thi conncction it is intcresting to study the experience o~

Central and Voronezh fronts in the dJuly defcnsive operations.

on the Central front, from the-znd. of July, 1943, activivy oni
-o-~grouping by the enemy was observed., Finally he began to nove neu
iofantry and tani. units into the forvard areas, and, in particular,
ne had moved the 4Lth. Infantry Division and the 3rd. Tank Divicion
into position opposite the sector of our 13th. irmy by the 5th. of
Jjulye

At the same .ime, opposite the 13th. Army the following were
sdentified: 90 artillery batteries, 22 mortar batteries, snd o iarge
number of observation posts. Other sources also reported evkdence coif
preparations for an attack in the ncar future irn the sector of the

13th. Front.
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In conncetion - ith the momentarily coxiected attack the Front

Artillery Commander issued the following order tovards the end of

June. All artillery commanders, from divisional crtillery commenders
o

aad lover were to remnsin constantly at their observation posts,
establish round-the-clock observation of the enemy Ly responsiblez

officers, to conduct conscicentious and uninterrupted cbservation in

order to gsther new information about the enemy situation.

Only the exact date of the cnemy attack renained to be estab-
iished. An indication of the beginning of an attack by ths Germans
1as given by the iifting of mineficlds in certain sectors (I tle
Front (This occurred on the 4th. of July). At 2200 hours of -he scme
day a ficld sapper was talien prisoner who stated that the ~news woukd
start Lho ottack at 0230 hours on the 5th. of July-.

This inforwotion made it possible to decide on the timing oi

the artillery counterpreparation which, according to the order of
wront Commander,” was to start at 0220 hours on the 5th. of Jdulv.
on the Voronezh Fromt, in the sector of the Oth. Guards .y,
preparations by tiie cnemy had been noted from the z28tlh.
194,3. Reinforcerents for the forward :lenents irere obhsw
seins moved up along the road Belgorod - Tomarovia and ot tiw

sine cnemy trocps were rioving closer to our forward -ine. Reconnais—

ance revealed the arrival of four tank and three infontry divisions
being aoved in from othar sectors into the arcs of the 6th. Guards
ATIIY o

A prisoner ta.en on Lhe 2nd. of July stated that large shipmei
h.d been unload .d in the Helgorod area consisting of a large numbe
¢f artillery, tanis, infantry, amaunition, and provisions.

i d serter of the 2nd. Siadron of the 2,8 feconnaisance Datacii~
nent of the 168 (Germsn) Infantry Division who had come over Lo us
on the night 3rd. to 4th. of <uly stated that the Uermans were
plznning to start the attack in ths night 4th. t& 5th. of July from

sn arca north and northewest of sclgorod and that in preparation

for the attack the sappers of the 5S Division “Deathhead™" were to

I RR T 13A  DISSEMINATION FORM FOR INTELLIGENCE TRANSLATION
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clear the mineficlds dvring .he night of the 4th. of July.

Thus, on the front of the G%ho dnd.5%ﬁ;;buarﬂs srmies the foll~
sving evidence to start a counterattock had become available:

~ Information confirmed by all types of reconnaisance of enemy

preparation for an attaci.

the concentration of large tani: and infantry forces opposiie
these two armiss. A
cnemy battle reconnaisance probing {or our forward defended
line and our outposts duwring the Lthe of July.

statenents by rrisoners that the encny wes planning an attacik
in the moraing of tho 5th. of July.

A3 2 result the docision wos made to start the counterprepanutis
ion at 2230 hours on the 4th. of duLiy.

These to examples shovr how collation of evidence and a curefu.
inalysis of the information goined through reconncisance con assist
she commander of »n all arms force to decide on the right niomant to
start the counterpreparation.

It may also.occur that the cneny may anticipate our counterpre-

parsotion and oppose it sctively. Should this ocecur, even if it was
aifficult, it is esscential that the planned counterrreparation be
completed in order to impose as nuch damcge sS possible on the enemy
narsonnel and eqcuipment 'hile these are in the departure nresitions.
In these circumstances the counterpreparation will be nmerged with
the overall defence plan in the effort to repulse the eneuy offen-
cive.
e ill now -uote several cxaumples of counterprepcrztion from

he experience of the Orel-Belgorod operation of the Central and
Toronezh Fromts in July, 1943. It has to be noted that the av:

13
naterial only allows th: discussion of the role of artillery i

sounterpreparation.

Counterpreparation in the Orel=-Belgorod Operation

In the Orel-Belgorod Operation, in order to disrupt the advancing

enemy, and in order to inflict heavy losses on his personnel and
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egulipment, it was decided to conduct a counterpreparation on the

5th. of Juiy as foliows: in the Central Front in the sector of the
i3th. Army, and on the Voronezh Front in thec scctors of the 6the.
znd 7th. Guards aArmies. Conditions made careful rlanning of the
counterpreparation possible on both fronts,

Central Front . The followingunits were assigned to the count-

erpreparation of the 1l3th. army: 4 divisional artillery regiments,
2 army mortar regiments, 6 mortar reziments from the 4th. Break-
shrough artillery Corps of the GH . reserve, 6 howitzer regiments,
4 gun artillery resiments and 5 rocxet-launcher reginments.

Furthermore, 30% of the 120 mmyf and &2 mm mortzrs of the rifle
reziments of the first echelon vwere to participate. This amounted to
four 120 mm mortamg batteries and twelve 82 mm mortsr coumpanics.

The overall number of artillery picces and mortars is given
below in Table 2.

Front of Average density Greatest

counter per 1 kmn of front density pew
Cuns and  ortars Number prepsration guns mortaurs Total 1 ..m of fr,

_Guns
76 mm divisional

suns 220
122 mm howitzers 207
122 mm guns 39

152 mm gun-hovs, L1

Totgal

Yortars
120 mm

32 mm

Total

Grand Totfal 15.8 4.4
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On the basis of 21l the in.ormction gained by reconnaisance the

following targets for suppressiéé?iy ﬁhé‘ééﬁhterpreparation vere es-
tablished: 104 mort:r and ‘rtillery batteries; 59 observation pointsl
58 likelyv infantry andf tank concentration areas.

~fter the army staff had comrleted the plan for the counterpren'
parstion, the artillery staffs and troops were given the necessary ’
instructions. The artillery staffs of the rifle divisions and the
staff of the L4th., .tillery Corps were to make the changes made nec=~
sssary as the result of any new informction, which had been gcthered
a’out the conemy, that is, to exchange targets vhiich had become re-
dundant and add ne: ones :'hich nad been discovered.

Systeuiatic verificotion by the officers of the army artillery
staff, corrections and supplements to the plzn conforming to the
chrnged situation :.ept the artillery in constant readiness to con-
duct the counterprepcration.

The counterprcparation was to last for 30 minutes and 0.25
units of fire viere to be usad in the fullowing order:

- first copcentrotion to last 5 rinutes - by all artillery and
sortars -ssigned to the counterprerarztion on enemy batteries znd
observation points.

-~ 20 minutes of dcliberate fire by one nalf of the same crtill-
ey and on th: same tarzets.

- the second five-minutc concentration by &ll the srtillery on
the szme tuargets.

' rire on the li!ely srourinjs of infantry and taoniis were csllcec
for by supplcmentary signals in the zvent thot rcconnaisance roveal-
ed theee in srens proviied for in the pian.

Conforming to ithe di:ect ve by the artillery Jommonder of the
Sontral Front, the .roy .rtillery _taff planning th: operation pzid
specinl attention to the —-uppression of enemy artillery in rreparing

its rlzan for thc counterrrepsrstion.

By th. beginning of <uly the 13th. Army's plan for thc counter-i

preporstion was well worked out not only by the army ar;illeryAbgt

l-‘(OM MAWWAMON
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also in the units and -ubunits. ihe targcts_for the counterprepar-
stion were analysed dcily and corrected in order to aeinteair a
realistic rlan.

‘n accurate estimate of the tining for the counterpreraration
in re..ation tc the cneny s gzneragl rlan was made possible by -he
2nd. of July baszd on information raoceived by all types of reconn-
2i..~nce and from statements nade by prisoners and deserters.

Conforaing to the order given bv the Front Commander, the army
artiallery started the count erpreparation at 0220 hours on the 5th.
of July.

Due to the dicorsenization caused by our fire, serious lcsses
1ad been inflicte. on th: encuy, but hc was under direct orders frosn
yitler to attack, although he was not able to start his artillery
preparation until 04,30 hours. This lasted for one hour and twenty
minutes but i-as rather disorganized and dispersed. Thus, for example
during the Tirst few minutes the disorganized enemy fire did not
reach our artillery at all. This circumstance made it ro ssible for
the irmy Artillery Commander to rcepeat the counter artillery pre-
paration. Thus at 0435 hours the original counterpreparation vas

repeated on the samc targets and with thc same expenditure of amm~

vnition.

A total of 0.50 units of fire of all types of ammunition iere
spent in both count erpreparations.

During the counterpreperation up to 90 cnewy batteries, 60 ob-
scrvation points were crushed and 6 ammunition and fuel dumps were
destroged.

Znemy infantry and tanks started to leave their concentration
erecas cuickly and to disperse. Over two battalions of cnemy infantxy
were destroyed during the dispersal.

Conclusions. L. During the counterypre paration on the Central
Front the Sreater portion of artillery fire was concentrated on the

crushing of eneay artillery batteries, which, in the main, were

crushed. This had an important effect on the outcome of the cperatiﬁ
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The enemy, having been deprivec of powerful artillery support and ﬁ#
~meeting the fuil impact of deidmnaive:fire-by our artillery and in-
fantry, was unable to achieve success.

2; Massed artillery fire, directed in the main against enemy
artillery, the reatistic assessment of the data available prior to
the counterpreparation {the lengthy assembly by the cneuy, the un-
ioading of supplies, the early deployment bf the eneny zsrtillery,
which save our reconnaisance the capability to pinpoint the cnen
artiilery positions carly), still does not permit one to draw the

conclusion that the main objects of the srtilkery fi re of a counte -

preparation should be cnemy aftillery positions.

3., The entire weight of the artillery, in the period of the
counterpreparation is concentrated on the crushing of cneily art ill-
ery, bubt one ca not count on disrupting tae attack.

.n attack can only bec crushed by a simultansous strike of all
svailbbke weapons on the deporture positions of infantry ani Lan.s,
sirsnal centers, observastion posts and artillery firce positioas.

Voronezh Front. The planning for the counterpreperation was

started then the troops dssumed the defensive,
From the information gathered by reconnzisance one could draw
;he conclusion that the enemy wouid most liiely attack on the front
of the 6th. and 7th/ Guards armies in the direction of Oboyan-iursi:.
The Cormander of the Front assigned the task of crushing the

sttack, by a counterpreparation, to the artillery of the 6th. «nd

6th. Guards army. Avcilable for the counterpreparction :.ere

four divisional srtillery reziments, two gun axt illery brigad: s,
one army artillgry regiment, two mortar --egiments, Jour rocket
launcher regiments, regimental artillery as rell as the 120mn
and 82 mm mortars of the rif:ie reginents of the first cchelon
rifle divisions.

In order not to disclose the system of the gnti~tank defence,

the artillery in the anti-tank scctors (the tank destroyer artillery

BA Dﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂ“ﬂﬂﬂ(ﬂi
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and the anti=tank reserves) was not included in the counterprepar-
ation.
The total number of artillery pieces and nmortars assigned to

the counterpreparation wand their density is shoun in Table 3.

Guns and aortars Number Average density per 1 km of front

Guns Mortars Rocket Launchers Total
(Less 45 ma)

Guns
L5 mm cuns 36
76 1m reginental gunsg2l,
76 mm divisionzl guns 76
122 rm guns d? hows. ©O1

152 mm gung hows. 47

Total 244

lortarse.
120 mm

82 mm

Roclzet zunchers 95

Grand Total 686 11.5 19.0 53

The essential fenture of the plan ivas that the massed fire oi j
the artillery norters and rocket launchers was to crush personnel
snd to inflict heavy casualties on ths tan..s in their departure o S-

itions.
Starting with the 28th. of June, data gatbered by 2ll types of
reconnaisance {as described previously) nade it possible to assess
accurately the character of the awzited attack, its grouping and

timing, as a result of which the exact tining of the counterprepar-
ation could be determined.

| .
A TR I3A DISSEMINATION FORM FOR INTELLIGENCE TRANSLATION
8 TE3. 56 (CONTINUATION SHEET)

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001100010003-1



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001100010003-1

e s S

) S CERCE TRANSIATION PAGE NUMBER
. _Countepproparation i 20

At 1600 hours on the 4th. of July, the encmy after a short

artillery preparation dislodged ‘sur Battle dutposts and by the end

df.the day had moved up close to our forvard defence line.

411 tho data collected by roconnaisance and onemy activity
indicated tnat the enemy was planning to start an attack on the
norning of the 5th. of July. In view of this developcnent the déme
ision —as taren to fire a five-minute conccntration at 2230 hours
on the 4th. of July against the following targets: 17 infantry and
+eni- concentration arcas, 12 artillery battery locz'ions, 17 obser-
wetion ~oints and other targets.

on the 5th. of July at 0300 hours the counterpreparation was
sontinued by a five-minute concentrati on on the infantrr and tanic
1ssebly areas. irior to that, after the [irst five-minute concen-
tration, 15 minutes of dirccted fire had bcen dirscted at tne same
rargets.

The cownterprercration vas finished 1ith a ten-mim te tomccen-
-ration on Lhec assembly areas of tan:s and infantry and partially
agoinst enoly artillery rositions.

Infantry, rifle, and achine ;un fire was ©iso used in the
count erpreparation by the Othe Guards Jmy as well as the firc of
tonks on infantry derrrture positions.

0.5 units of fire were used by a2ll weapons uscd in the counter~{

preparation.

7th, Guards rmy. Assigned to the counte rpreparation were seven

divisional artillery rociments, three gun reoziments of the GH re-
srve, one mortar reximent, two roc.ebt iauncherd regiments, rekimphtd
srtillery and the 120 mm and 32 mm mort:.rs of ithe rifle reginents of
~he first echeclon rifle divisions.

The arti:lery stationed in the anui-tan.. sectors, the tank
destroyer crtiliery reginents and the cnti-tan:: artillery of the

rosorve did not rarticipote in the counterrreparatiom.

The —roupinz of the cney artillery of fered several rossible
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plans for a countzrpreraration.

on the 1i. el dircction of tac enemy attack, taking into acc-
ount the fire of the artillery from th: neighboring sectors, the
average density of guns and mortars varied from 26.3 to 68.5 :er
1 km of fromt. The greatest density occurred in the sector dkaylovia
vhich +-as :iie enemy bridgehead on the eastern shore of the river
Northern donetz ~ 68.6 guns and mortars, in addition to 16 rockhet
launchers.

The plan of the counterpreparati n provided primarily for the
d .struction of enemy personnel in their deporture positions cnd
only envisaged partial suppression of his artillery.

The accepted decision for the counterpreparation was based on
the following enemy action. During June enerly aircraft was concent-
rated on the reconnaisance of our defences and the bombarding of
our artillery in the central sector and on the right flank of our
army. From thc lst. to the 5th. of July the enemy conducted battle
reconnalsance by groups of company and battalion size.

In the period from the lst. to the % h/ of July the folloving
ovidence ~ccumulated that the cneuy was preparing for an attacic:

- resrouping of thc enenmy opposite our right flank and the
partial introduction of wmits of the second echclon.

- increased transport of ammunition to the enemy's front, as
+-ell as personncl and other ccuipment (during four days about 3000
gchicles approached the front line)o

- increased activity of cnemy artillery and mortar fire from
the 1lst. of July opppsite the right flani., the number of rounds
fired increased from 700 to 3200 in twenty-four hours.

% the nmovement of columns of vehicles to the front during the
nighte. .

- the reloccstion of airtields and command posts closer to the
front line.

-fhe concentration of about three tank divisions in thc area
south-west of Belgorod.

b o DISSEMINATION FORM FOR INTELLIGENCE TRANSLATION
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All the data -uoted above as well as other information pointed

to the fact that the cnemy wouléﬁaﬁsﬁme-ﬁh%agffensive on the morning

of the 5th. of July. As a result the decision to proceed with a
coﬁnterpreparation was taken.

The counterpreparation was started at 0300 hours on the 5the.
of July and Jr oceeded according to the pkan which provided -for the
first concentration of fire of five minutes, directed fire of 15
minutes, and a second concentration of 10 minutcs.

One half a unit of fire, of all types of ammunition, was used
up in the counterpreparatiam .

Interrogotion of rrisoners established that the ceneny had
suffered heavy l->sses as a rosult of the counterpreparation on the
front of the th. and 7th. Guards armies, particularly in the S5
units. Thus o prisoner of the 16/th. Infantry Regiment, of the 332
Infantry Jivision, stated that his regiment lost over 600 soldiers
snd officers and about 25 of its ecuipment during the countexrpre~
paration.

From the captured report of the commander of the 19th, Gorman
Tank Division, Lieutenant-General Schmidt, it 1ms disclosed that the
cttack by the division in thc areca of [1iloylovka was disrupted by
the counterpreparation and that the 19th. German Tank Divisicn
cuffered serious losses in personnel. This js what he wrote:"The
wussicns opened fire i7ith many i'eapons, which bore witness to ithe
large cneny concentration of artillery. The rocket launcher regium-
ents, operating opposite the division, iept all ravines under fire.

-as inpossible to continue vori: and Lo bring up the bridges for
apigerst. 1n 10 minutes the fussians h ad dostroyed o ur depart-
positions.”

Gonclusions.

1. As the rcsult of the counterpreparation the snemy cancelled
+he cttack from his prépared bridgchead on the eastern shore of the
wiver Northern Donets in the areé of idkaylovia.

The fire of our artillery and mortars jnflicted heavy losses

T HEd

FES. 56 .

L 4

-

13A DﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂﬂihﬂﬂﬂblFCNMAFCNlBﬂﬁlﬂﬁﬁ%K!ETRAbEﬂlﬂﬂCﬂi
(CONTINUATION SHEET)

Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001100010003-1



Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2010/10/06 : CIA-RDP81-01043R001100010003-1

“iN: 25 IGENCE TRANSLATION , | PAGE NUMBER

N
frasmemmnancs «rmoacum e

int o a4 P—;-r--ef-inn : 23

on the SS troops prior to the start of the sttack, which was con-

firmed by prisoners.

The counterpre:; aration d stroyed the moral strength of the eney
and his potential to fight wvas seriously reduced.

2. As the result of the massed artillery concentrations on the
cnemy observation posts his srtillery was able to comduct only dis-
organized fire during the period of our artillery preparation.

3. The concentration fired by the & h. Guards srmy at 2230 hows
on the 4th. of July appraised the enemy of our preparcdness and
ook away the sw'prise firom our second concentration vhich st arted &
(300 hours on the 5th. of July, 1943,

4, Attention is dravm to the support given to the counterprepatr-
ation by the rifle and nmachine gun £§re of thci nfantry and e rtic-
ularly the fire of ilhe tank units assigned to the counterpreparation

of the 6th. Guards aArmy.
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APPENDIX L. (left half)
rpApproved ! S o
Commander of army N - Ilember of ~ilitary Council.
Flan of Counterpreparation of army N in the area
right = larchenis, Laskino

yversicm !Star®
left = Gtusev, Il'ichevia)

Name of fa mation Concentration air Strike Concentration
znd unit 5 minutes 10 minutes 5 minutcs

airforce Bomber attacl

25th. air Bomber on enemy artill-

Regiment ery positions in
the zres :rigi,
.ocha, Fetu.ihi

29th. Air Bomber Bombing of cnerry

Reginent tan.s and crdllery
in th: arca . azakov-
tsy, Shvarevo, height
220.5

4. 27ths Ground
attaclk air
wegiment

5, .rtillecsy and Soncentration of concentration by
_ortars of the rifle and . : fire the morters and
2hth. «iile Corpsand of artillery artiilery of tic
of 1st and 2nd iifle lst. and <nd.}ifZ
Jivisions on cneny Divisions en Lhe
infentry and tank eneiiy derwrture
positions on neizhts rositions on uciﬁ&
238.2;239.3;240.5;5 238.23239.3;240:5
227.23223.33225.6. 327.23227.33;225.0

7th. ortar on heishts 227.2; on heights 227 2
Brizade 323.3; 225.6; ond on and 223.. and on
the reverse slopes their roverse
of these heiFitse. slopes.

6.19th. .rtillery Concentration on the Concentration on
Jivision and the departure rositions {nfantry ancé tani
1st. ortar of infantry and tanks derarture posit:o
Brigade. in the crea uusev, rigi, in the area G'us
. ocha, fetuihi, utrabari .rigi, -ocha,

- etukhi, u'rabari

d. ilowitzer Suppression tasis - Suppressb n tasis
izade . assigned by the assigned by Lae
sth. tun Brigade army .rtillery Comaand .rmy artillery
5th. Gun Bri -ade

Command.

(
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APPENDIX 1 (right half)

1, Destruction of Cp's Concentration
by direct fire weapons

5 minutes 5 minutes

uround sttacl on
enemy tanizs and
.rtillery in the
arza ~azalovtsi,
shyarevo, Height220.5.

5.,Concentration by rifle and toncentration by rifle, G, md
-G fire of the 1st. and <nde. mo.tars on th2 derarture positio
iiifle Divisions on the de- of infantry in tho areas heil hts

parturc rositions oprosite 238,2; 239.3; 240.5; 227.43 223.%

their front. 225.6.

group of direct rire weapons gonc .ntration by th» artilleryo
destroy enuomy obscrvation tho tonk departure pisitions in
roints on height 238.2; 239.3; the areas .rigi, ietvkhi, ..ccha
24,0.5; 227.2; 223.3; 225.6. znd Grabari.

Concentration by the 3rd. low- Concentration on infantry and
jtzer and thc 4th. and 5th. Gun g5nk departure p sitions in the
Artillery Brigades on enety batt-grea G'usew, .rigi, :ocl., Fet-
eries in the area .ocha, :.rigi, ukhi, G'rabari.

Fetuxhi.

At the disposal of the arcy Suppression tasis assigned by th
Artillery Cormander. Army Artillery Commander.

R Wi 13A  DISSEMINATION FORM FOR INTELLIGENCE TRANSLATION
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7. Group of army Concentration oR = T F
Rocket Lsunchers infantry departure
1st. Roci et Laun- positions by one
chér Regiment regiment on heights
2nd. Rocket Laun~ 227.2; 223.3; 225.0.
cher Regiment. :
3rd. Rocket Laun- Concentration bpfthese
cher Regiment. | regiments on heights
Lth. Rocket Laun- 21,0.53239.3;238.2.
cher Regiment, Suppression targets

assigned by the Army
Artillery Commander.

&. 20 'achine Gun Concentration on enemy Directed fi~
Artillery Regiment.patteries in the area fire asainss
1.5 km north of Fetrovo, enenmy batter
at the disposal of the ies in the
Army Artillery Commander. areca 1.5 :m
norti cf et
TOVOG.

9, Artille vy of the Concentration on infantry . Concentratis

8th. Rifle Division/gnd tank departure pos- on infa try
and the 4th. ortar/itions in t:ie area of and tank & p-
Regiment of the GH: /heights 225.63229.6; arture nposit-

Reserve. 230.2, ions in the
arca of heigt

225,63;229.5;

230.2.

10.artillery of the Concentration on infantry Concentration
300th. Rifle Div- and tank depcrture posit-~ on nfantry and
ision ions in the area north- tank departure
10th. Cun Artill- east of G'usev, height posiitions in Uiz
ery Regiment 238.2, .rigi. area 20orth-east
5th. Rocket Laun- of G'usev, hei-
cher Regimend. ght 238.2, :rig

Signals:
telephone
i, "Prepare for covmterpreparation ~codeword "Shchuka" -Radi> 200.
"Ready for counterpreparation” - by tele thone "Moliny "-Raiio 30C
"Start firing the counterpreparation™ -~ by telephone "Zmk'-
Radio 400.
vCounterprepm ration completed” = by tel phone "Grusha" -
Radice 5C0.
Chief of Staff , army "N" — (d gmture)

Chief of Operations Section -~ (signature).

M7 FORY DISSEMINATION FORM FOR INTELUGENCE TRANSLATIC
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counqerprepgration

Right half.

7o Concentration by one regiment on infantry
departure positions in the arezas of neights
240.5, 239,.3,238.2.

Suppression targets assigned by the Army
Artillery Commander.

%, Comcentration against enemy/Direc;ted fire ggainst enemy batter-
batteries in the area 1.5 ikm/fesf in the area 1.5 km north of
north of Petrovo. Petrovo as directed by the Army

Artillery Commander.

Concentratiop on infentry andtank depart-
ure positions in the areas of heights
225.6, 229.6, 230.2.

Concentration an infantry and tank depa t-
ure positions in the are=s north-east of
G'usev, heigit 238.2, :riglk
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